inconceivable without difference.' Contact in this collection consequently becomes a means for differentiating and recognizing European identity.
Although the collection comes up somewhat short of Cormack and Pylypiuk's positioning of the work as interdisciplinary of the twelve individuals associated with the work, ten are literary scholars, and seven of these are from English departments there is an admirable breadth of vision in the chapters. The papers are divided into three groupings that neatly correspond to the book's subtitle: (1) 'Spatial and Temporal Maps: Mappaemundi and Calendars,' (2) 'Identities and Subjectivities: Jews, Buddhists, Christians, and Vagrants,' and (3) 'Travel to the New World: The Early Modern and the Postmodern.' These three sections are bracketed by an introduction by Cormack and Pylypiuk, and an engaging and cogent afterword by Jonathan Hart. Rich and genuinely useful notes accompany each essay.
Though somewhat uneven, the volume is a valuable contribution to the study of identity and contact. There are some particularly strong papers in the collection. Westrem's and Frick's articles, mentioned above, are illustrative and engaging. Steven F. Kruger's exploration of medieval Christian scholars' confusion with the evolving nature of Judaic thought, which they had more or less frozen in its biblical articulation, is sophisticated and powerful. In a particularly intriguing study, Linda Woodbridge examines the ways in which English views of indigenous populations in the 'New World' were informed by anxieties about the poor and transient elements of the home population.
The essays of Making Contact will be useful to scholars investigating individual issues of European contact in the period, but care must be taken to query the points and conclusions of some of the papers, particularly in the third section. In the end, Making Contact marks a valuable contribution to a vast field of study, especially on the strength of its better papers. (MARTIN REININK) Suzanne Morton. At Odds: Gambling and Canadians, 1919-1969 University of Toronto Press. xi, 272. $60.00, $24.95
Gambling pervades Canada today. Lotteries, games of chance, sportsbetting, and fund-raising enterprises are remarkably widespread. Gambling has undergone a transformation, notes Suzanne Morton in her new book, At Odds: Gambling and Canadians, 1919-1969 , 'from a stigmatized minor vice to an acceptable activity regarded as appropriate and perhaps necessary to fund the Canadian welfare state.' Yet, gambling remains a contentious issue for Canadian society. Debates swirl around the social costs and responsibilities of addictive gambling, the question of municipal referendums on building casinos in communities, and the issues of locating and controlling casinos on First Nations Reserves. But one of the most central and most ambivalent issues remains the role of government in regulating and, even more specifically, profiting from gambling. Provincial governments have come to rely so heavily on gambling revenues that officials will not even contemplate curtailing the industry. Instead, it is assumed that the revenue is so essential that there now cannot even be a debate about the role of government. The focus, rather, is diverted towards using an insignificant amount of this revenue to offer token assistance to victims and addicts. This provocative, engaging, and well-researched book offers an interpretation of the history of gambling in Canada, from the end of the First World War to its legalization in 1969. As Morton points out, times have certainly changed (or rather the level of ambivalence towards gambling has significantly increased). 'Until 1969,' Morton observes, 'virtually all forms of public gambling were illegal in Canada; only a generation ago, what we take for granted today was a source of public debate and moral ambivalence. ' Legalization occurred under the peculiar circumstances of an omnibus reform bill that extensively revised the Criminal Code by liberalizing government policy on such issues as abortion, homosexuality, birth control, divorce, and gambling. By examining the changing reactions of Canadians to gambling and gambling legislation, Morton analyses and seeks to explain the shifting attitudes, what she views as a contrast of libertarian and moral relativism with pragmatic utilitarianism.
Morton argues that attitudes towards gambling in fact reflected the 'big' issues of society, such as work, property, democracy, gender, religion, governance, and definitions of community. Indeed, she claims, 'the simple narrative description of this process belies the fact that cultural contradictions surround the entire process.' As a predominantly Protestant country in 1919, Canada shared the approach towards gambling with other Protestant societies, one that ambivalently blended unofficial toleration with official condemnation. At issue was not simply gambling but rather how it related to work, property, family, and faith. Its regulation exposed cultural contradictions about understandings and definitions of capitalism, gender roles, and community. Gambling could be considered positive and state-sanctioned or criminal, depending on the participants, their motivation, and where proceeds were going. The 'respectability' of gambling was situational, based on the class, race, and gender of the participants.
But, over the course of the twentieth century, the construction of gambling as deviant behaviour became increasingly difficult to maintain with the decline of 'old Victorian Canada,' as represented by the AngloCeltic, Protestant middle class and its traditional institutions such as churches and patriarchal control: 'The secularization of charity and expanding expectations of the state opened the door for the rationalization of government-operated gambling as the state assumed the traditional role of charitable fundraising. ' Morton injects the 'simple narrative' with class, gender, and ethnic analysis. She correctly points out that social 'vices' have moral, spatial, and political dimensions. Gambling was viewed as a predominantly male activity, but women also gambled, and a gendered construction was built around the activity that reinforced patriarchal values. Morton also argues that the understanding of vice in Victorian Canada reflected JudaeoChristian tenets, especially the dominant Protestant culture. Here, she is successful at placing the shifting attitudes and reactions within the structure of ethnic and cultural hegemony.
The book is filled with wonderful analytical conclusions, but the reader is often left wanting more substantive discussions to sustain the conclusions. Whereas Morton provides solid discussions of gender, ethnicity, and culture, the issue of class is handled less satisfactorily. For example, Morton notes that Canadian historians have ignored the ongoing presence of 'a powerful, real, and self-styled gentry in Canada that continued well into the twentieth century ... Although the middle class gained control of the economic and political structures, it never succeeded in attaining complete cultural and moral dominance.' Yet, this intriguing historiographical claim receives only scant attention. Morton also notes that the class dimension and dynamics surrounding gambling were extremely complicated but that gambling was not strictly an example of working-class culture that occasionally found common cause with elite conventions against the middleclass reformers. Many in the working class were ambivalent towards the pursuit because it undermined the ethos of productive labour and because labour leaders viewed gambling as undermining respectable working-class notions. These arguments, however, fail to explain the role of gambling in the lives of the working classes.
These few criticisms aside, At Odds is ultimately successful at exploring 'the public debate concerning gambling and both the attempt to suppress it and the campaign to legalize it.' Morton follows the lead of cultural historians in arguing that the complementary forces of Protestantism and liberalism reoriented authority from external institutions to an internalized morality of individual self control: 'Given increased emphasis on individual self-control and reason, the state in dominantly Protestant, liberal society paradoxically demonstrated greater willingness to intervene in morality.' In sum, At Odds provides a powerful combination of social, political, cultural, and intellectual history. It offers an analysis of gambling across Canada during a transformative era. The book is successful in interrogating 'the multiple constructions and responses to gambling to show how that activity posed a dilemma that reflected a wide range of fundamental concerns and to see what we might learn about Canadian society as these anxieties dissipated.' (ROBERT WARDHAUGH)
